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FOREWORD 
Planning and development are functions assigned to the County 
Governments under the Constitution of Kenya 2010. Under this 
function, the counties are mandated to prepare and execute plans that 
include County Integrated Development Plans (CIDPs), County Spatial 
Plans (CSPs), County Sectorial Plans and City and Municipal Integrated 
Development Plans. The County Spatial Plan is an overarching 
framework that incorporates the long-term spatial vision by integrating 
the aspiration in all sectors and plans.  

This first Kwale County Spatial Plan has been prepared in line with the 
aspirations of the nation outlined in the national development blueprint- Kenya Vision 2030. This 
Plan reflects the aspirations of the people of Kwale ×ÈÏ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ Ȱ!Î )ÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÏÕÓ 3ÅÌÆ-Sufficient 
People in a Liveable %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȱ. The Plan outlines a strategic focus on food security through 
optimisation of agricultural production, environmental conservation and sustainable 
development, promoting investments in tourism, industrialisation, as well as trade and commerce. 
The vision is further supported by proposed interventions that seek to get the most out of the 
available marine resources while at the same time maintaining critical ecosystem balances. 
Furthermore, this Plan has given priority to the efficient delivery of services. It envisions 
sustainable urbanisation by creating a system of developing Liveable human settlements and 
strengthening linkages through efficient transport systems and infrastructure.  

The preparation process of this Plan has been inclusive and involved stakeholders through 
extensive consultations that targeted input from the grassroots level. Public participation was 
undertaken in each of the 20 wards.  

This Plan will inform our County development priorities and the process of reviewing future County 
Integrated Development Plans as well as other subsequent plans.  
A plan can only be as good as its implementation.  

I wish, therefore, to give my commitment to the process of implementation of this Plan. Lastly, I 
call upon all the stakeholders to take up active roles in achieving the aspiration articulated in this 
Plan and make the Kwale ÄÒÅÁÍ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ Ȱ!Î )ÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÏÕÓ 3ÅÌÆ-Sufficient People in a Liveable 
%ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȱ Á ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙȢ  
 
 
 
 
H. E. SALIM MVURYA  
GOVERNOR 
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PREFACE  
The strategic location of Kwale County and its rich base of natural 
resources provides a myriad of opportunities for economic and 
social development. As a gateway County, Kwale has within its 
disposal abundant marine resources. The County is also located 
along the Great Northern Corridor, stretching from Cape Town in 
South Africa to Cairo in Egypt, leveraging great regional trade and 
commerce opportunities. Kwale has the best environment to 
prosper, attributed to its proximity to the port city of Mombasa, 
offering prospects in local and international trading. 

Transformative national and international infrastructure projects, which include Dongo Kundu 
bypass, Dongo Kundu SEZ, SGR, proposed Shimoni port, proposed Malindi-Bagamoyo Dual 
carriage highway, Mwache dam, expansion of Diani airport, all place Kwale at a locational 
advantage. 

The County is also blessed with a rich base of mineral resources, attracting global investment in 
the mining sector. If harnessed sustainably through a clear benefit-sharing framework, these 
resources can be a significant source of revenue and employment. Abundant arable land, 
favourable climatic conditions, and underground water resources create optimism for the County's 
food security. With a majority of a youthful population and vast natural resources that include 
productive land, rich mineral resources, favourable climatic conditions and a global brand as one 
of the best tourism destinations in the world, Kwale has real potential for economic revolution and 
social transformation. Realising this potential can change livelihoods and make Kwale competitive 
locally and internationally.  

Among many other aspects, all these factors presented a need to have a spatial plan that would 
coordinate the different individual sectors within a collective set of aspirations of the Kwale 
people.  

The County Government of Kwale has prepared this 10-year GIS-based County Spatial Plan to 
maximise the available development opportunities and address the challenges that the Kwale 
people have experienced over the years.  

This Plan is a deliberate strategy to transform the livelihoods of the people of Kwale and improve 
their quality of life by creating employment opportunities, poverty reduction interventions, 
improvement of environmental conditions, delivery of infrastructure and services, harnessing the 
full potential of the County resources and good governance. Being the first County Spatial Plan, 
the impact and outcome of its strategies and policies are expected to stretch beyond its 10-year 
span. The long-term projects proposed within this Plan will have lifelong effects for improving the 
economy, environmental health, social well-being, and the future political landscape of the County 
and its people. Thus, the Plan will affect the organisation of the physical space and trigger 
economic progress and performance of other development sectors. 

 

 

 

H. E. FATUMA MOHAMMED ACHANI 
DEPUTY GOVERNOR 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
Kwale County Spatial Plan (KCSP), 2022-2032, is the first GIS-based spatial Plan to be prepared by 
the County. The general purpose of a County spatial plan is to provide the spatial structure, 
appropriate land use and land management policies, coordinate the distribution of people and 
activities throughout the County to achieve prosperity, equity and sustainable social and economic 
development. The Plan is a strategic framework that captures the people's aspirations and how 
such aspirations will be achieved in the next 10 (ten) years. This Plan has been prepared using 2018-
2019 baseline data.  

The Plan has been prepared to attain socio-economic transformation and land resource 
optimisation to improve the quality of life of the people of KwaleȢ )ÔȭÓ Á ÐÅÏÐÌÅ-centred Plan whose 
axis revolves around 8 key areas of development that will function as pillars for realising the vision 
ÁÓ ȬAn Industrious Self-sufficient People in a Liveable EnvironmentȢȭ 4ÈÅse pillars include:  
Enhancing agricultural productivity for food security and income generation; Environmental 
conservation and sustainable development; Promoting Investment in Tourism, Industrialization, 
Trade and Commerce; Optimising the potential of marine resources and the blue economy; 
Enhancing the quality of life through effective service delivery; Creating a system for Liveable 
human settlements and urban development; Strengthening linkages through transport and 
infrastructure development; and optimisation of CountyȭÓ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÇÏÏÄ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÁÎÃÅȢ 
Each of the 8 (eight) pillars of the Plan is held together by a specific set of development strategies, 
policies, projects and programs designed to support the realisation of the bigger picture. 

To enhance the attainment of the Kwale vision, the Plan provides a mechanism that breaks down 
the implementation into short-term, medium-term and long-term projects. It contains a capital 
investment framework that has ranked flagship projects with their respective estimated cost of 
implementation. The Plan also contains a framework for self-review and assessment to draw 
valuable lessons from the implementation process and influence decision-making during 
subsequent reviews.  

The Plan is structured into 5 Parts. Part 1 provides the background for the preparation of the Plan 
and the planning context. Part II details the existing situation through a thematic analysis. Part III 
outlines the emerging issues from the synthesis of the current situation. Part IV details the plan 
proposals broken into thematic strategies and strategic interventions that make up proposed 
projects, programs and policies. Part V details the County spatial structure and areas of action 
planning. Finally, Part VI provides the implementation strategy to actualise the Plan. 

 

 

 

ALI A. BUDZUMA 

COUNTY DIRECTOR OF PHYSICAL PLANNING  
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INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Background of County Spatial 

Plan 
The Constitution of Kenya 2010 has 

mandated County Governments to 

undertake planning within their areas of 

jurisdiction. This is emphasised in the County 

Governments Act No. 13 of 2011, which 

requires the Counties to prepare and 

implement the following plans;  

The County Integrated Development Plan 

(CIDP) is a five-year plan that outlines 

strategies and programmes for 

infrastructure, physical, social, economic, 

and institutional development. 

City and Municipal Integrated Development 

Plans. Which encompass both short term and 

long-term plans for guiding the growth and 

development of urban areas. 

County Sectoral Plans is a sector-specific ten-

year plan outlining programmes to be 

undertaken in their respective development 

sectors. 

County Spatial Plans (CSPs) is a ten-year GIS-

based Plan that provides a spatial depiction 

of the social and economic development of 

the County. According to the County 

Governments Act, the County Spatial Plan is a 

component of the County Integrated 

Development Plan. However, the County 

Spatial Plan has a longer time span than the 

CIDP. 

The desire to attain socio-economic 

transformation of the Kwale people 

supported by the legal requirement to 

prepare a County Spatial plan provided a 

clear motivation to the County Government 

to prepare and adopt this first County Spatial 

plan of Kwale. 

1.2 Purpose of the Kwale County 

Spatial Plan 
The overall aim of the Plan is to coordinate 

and optimise the use of land and its resources 

by influencing the distribution of people and 

activities to ensure that the County attains 

prosperity, equity, and sustainable 

development in line with the people's 

aspirations. Specifically, the Plan seeks to: 

1. Provide a spatial depiction of the social 

and economic development programs 

and projects; 

2. Integrate economic, social, 

environmental, land use and physical 

planning; 

3. Design strategies to attain desired 

patterns of land use, which will guide the 

nature and location of development and 

capital investment projects (CIP). 

4. Encourage linkages between County 

plans and national plans;  

5. Establish a GIS-based database system 

to guide land administration and 

management of County resources;  

6. Provide a basis for lower-level planning; 

7. Provide a framework for the 

appropriation of public funds  

 

1.3 The Vision and Development 

Pillars for the County  
This Spatial Plan has a significant role in 

driving and achieving the ambitions of the 

Kwale people articulated in their vision 

statement. The Vision for Kwale County is to 

be 

'An Industrious Self-sufficient People in a 

Liveable Environment' 

To realise the vision, investment and action 

must be aligned along the following 

development pillars.  

 

1. Enhancing agricultural productivity for 

food security and income generation;  
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2. Environmental conservation and 

sustainable development; 

3. Promoting Investment in Tourism, 

Industrialization, Trade, and Commerce; 

4. Optimising the potential of marine 

resources and the blue economy; 

5. Enhancing the quality of life through 

effective service delivery; 

6. Creating a system for Liveable human 

settlements and urban development;  

7. Strengthening linkages through transport 

and infrastructure development; and 

8. Optimisation of County's potential 

through good governance 

1.4 Objectives of the Kwale County 

Spatial Plan 
The over-arching objective of the Plan is to 

promote the sustainable development of 

Kwale County. Specifically, the objectives of 

the Plan are: 

1. To provide an overall spatial 

framework for the County to guide 

development; 

2. To designate land use zones with 

specific land-use guidelines.  

3. To integrate sectoral policies into the 

land use plan;  

4. To provide policies on which to anchor 

lower-level plans.  

5. To interpret and localise strategic 

national and regional policies and 

strategies;  

6. To provide a basis for efficient and 

effective delivery of services;  

7. To guide the use and management of 

natural resources; 

8. To provide a guide to environmental 

protection and conservation; 

9. To identify investment areas that will 

result in job creation and employment; 

10. To devise strategies for revitalisation of 

key development sectors of the 

economy; 

11. To suggest measures for improvement 

of transport and communication 

network and linkages; 

12. To identify and develop an urban system 

in the County; and 

13. To create urban and rural areas as 

integrated economic and social activity 

areas. 

1.5 Scope  
Geographical extent  

The County Spatial Plan covers the entire 

territory of Kwale County, which lies 

between Latitudes 30 3'and 40 45' south and 

Longitudes 380 31'and 390 31'East. The area 

measures approximately 8270.2 Km², of 

which 62 Km2 is underwater. 

  

Time Frame 

The Plan will guide the development of Kwale 

County for a period of 10 years from 2018 to 

2028. 

1.6 The organisation of the Plan  
The Plan is structured into six parts, as 

outlined below:  

Part I: Introduction ɀ Project background and 

planning context.  

Part II: Situational Analysis ɀ County Land 

Cover, Physiography and landforms, 

population and demography, land, 

environment, human settlements, Transport, 

Infrastructure, County Economic Base, and 

Governance and Institutional Framework.    

Part III: Synthesis ɀ County Development 

Outlook  

Part IV: Plan Proposals - Thematic 

Development Strategies, Policy guidelines  

Part V: County spatial development 

Framework ɀ Kwale County Spatial structure 

and Action Area Plans.  

Part VI: Plan Implementation ɀ Plan 

Implementation Strategy  

 



PART I: INTRODUCTION             

 4  

PLANNING CONTEXT  
2.1 Location Context 
Kwale is one of the forty-seven (47) counties 

in Kenya and one of the six counties that 

form the coast region. The County borders 

Mombasa and Kilifi Counties to the North, 

Taita Taveta County to the West, Tanzania to 

the South and the Indian Ocean to the East.  

The locational context is as shown in Map 1.  

The County is linked internationally to 

Tanzania through the Mombasa- Lunga-

Lunga ɀ Tanzania (A7) road, regionally to Kilifi 

and Taita Taveta counties through Mombasa- 

Nairobi (A8) highway as well as to Nairobi, 

which is Kenya's Capital City. The locational 

attributes of Kwale offer a development 

advantage to the County in relation to other 

counties in Kenya.  

 

2.1.1 Locational Advantage 

The locational advantage that Kwale has is 

based on the following factors:  

i. The County is directly linked and 

adjacent to Mombasa, a port city and 

Kenya's second-largest city, which 

provides a big market for goods and 

services. 

ii. The County borders the Republic of 

Tanzania to the south, which 

provides access to the international 

market for goods and services 

iii. It is situated adjacent to the Indian 

Ocean. Therefore, it ensures access 

to marine resources and presents an 

opportunity to link the County 

regionally and internationally. 

iv. Kwale County is surrounded by 

reserves and parks from Taita-Taveta 

County and the Republic of Tanzania, 

offering a touristic advantage.  
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Map 1: Locational Context 
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2.2 Administrative Context 
The County has four (4) sub-counties and twenty (20) wards, as shown in Table 1 and depicted on 

Map 2. Kwale town, the County's headquarters, is located in Matuga Sub County.   

Table 1: Administrative units in the County 

Sub- County Approx.  
Area (Km2) 

Ward 

Matuga 1031.2  
 

¶ Tsimba Golini 
¶ 7ÁÁ .ÇȭÏÍÂÅÎÉ 

¶ Mkongani 
¶ Kubo South 

¶ Tiwi 

Kinango 4011.7  
 

¶ Mackinnon Road 
¶ Samburu 

Chengoni 
¶ Puma 

¶ Ndavaya 
¶ Kasemeni 

¶ Mwavumbo 
¶ Kinango 

Msambweni 362.60  
 

¶ Ramisi 
¶ Kinondo 

¶ Ukunda 
¶ Gombato 

Bongwe 

 
 

Lunga Lunga 2864.80  
 

¶ Mwereni  
¶ Vanga 

¶ Dzombo 
¶ Pongwe Kikoneni 

 
 

Kwale County  8270.2 20 
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Map 2:  Administrative Context 
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 2.3 Legal Context 

2.3.1. The Constitution of Kenya, 2010 

The Constitution lays a foundation for 

Kenya's planning practices, from preparation 

to implementation. Kwale County's spatial 

Plan has been fully anchored within the 

confines of the Constitution and particularly 

to the following provisions:  Chapter 4 on the 

Bill of Rights, Chapter 5 on Land and 

Environment, Chapter 11 on Devolved 

Government, and Chapter 12 on Public 

Finance.   

2.3.2. Other Legal Frameworks  

The Plan has also adhered to the 

requirements of the following vital 

legislations:   

i. The Physical and Land Use Planning 

Act, 2019  

ii. County Governments Act, 2012   

iii. The Urban Areas and Cities Act 

(Amendment), 2011  

iv. Environmental Management and 

Coordination Act, 1999) 

v. Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 

Authority Act, 2013 

vi. Water Act, 2016  

vii. National Land Commission Act, 2012 

viii. The Land Act, 2012.  

ix. Climate Change Act, 2016  

 

2.4. Policy Context  

2.4.1. Vision 2030  

The policy is a long-term national 

development blueprint that outlines the 

aspired national development goals by 2030. 

The policy has identified various projects and 

programs to be implemented in the quest to 

transform Kenya into "a newly industrialising, 

middle-income country providing a high 

quality of life to all its citizens in a clean and 

secure environmentȢȱ Kwale County Spatial 

plan enhances the realisation of the vision 

through proposed projects and programs in 

County-level sectors, including Agriculture, 

Manufacturing, Tourism, Trade and 

Commerce, and Blue Economy, amongst 

others. 

2.4.2. National Spatial Plan 2015-2045 

The National Spatial Plan details the national 

spatial vision that guides the long-term 

spatial development of the country for 30 

years. The Preparation of the Kwale County 

Spatial Plan is in line with the provisions and 

strategies of the National Spatial Plan.  

2.4.3. Sectoral policy frameworks  

Kwale County Spatial Plan is in line with the 

following sectoral policies;  

i. National Land use Policy 2017 

ii. National Urban Development 

Policy 
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iii. Agricultural Sector Development 

Strategy 2009-2020  

iv. National Housing Policy for 

Kenya (2004) 

v.  Integrated National Transport 

Policy Sessional Paper No. 2 of 

2012.  

vi. The Wildlife Policy  

vii. National ICT Policy 2016 

viii. Industrial Master Plan  

ix. National Tourism Strategy 2013-

2018 

x. National Climate Change 

Response Strategy, 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.5. Approach and Methodology  

2.5.1. Approach  

The plan preparation process adopted the 

following approaches:  

 

a) Participatory approach  

The plan preparation process engaged 

various stakeholders at different levels. 

Stakeholder participation was through 

electronic and print media sensitisation, 

meetings, workshops, and focus group 

discussions. Table 2 shows the summary of 

the engagements 

Table 2: Summary of Engagements 

Engagement  Participants  

Project Sensitization  ¶ County Executive Committee 

¶ Directors of County  

¶ Members of County Assembly  

¶ Sub- County & Ward Administrators  

¶ 100 community representatives in each ward  

Visioning  ¶ 100 community representatives in each ward 

¶ Multi-disciplinary Experts and County administrators  

Detailed studies  ¶ Thematic Experts (Key Informants interviews and Focus Group 

Discussions) 

¶ Household heads (Household Survey) 

Situational Analysis Validation  ¶ Community representatives from each ward   

¶ Sub-county and ward administrators  

¶ Thematic experts at Sub- County level  

Draft Plan Validation  ¶ Community representatives from each ward   

¶ Multi-disciplinary experts at the county level   

¶ Member of County Assembly  

¶ Members of County Executive Committee 
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b) Multi -Sectoral and Multi-disciplinary  

The plan formulation process drew 

contributions from various experts in 

multiple sectors and disciplines. The experts 

were representatives of County 

Departments; National Government 

representatives such as; Kenya Wildlife 

Service, Kenya Forest Service, National 

Drought Management Authority, Kenya 

Marine and Fisheries Research Institute; 

Coast Development Authority; Kenya Rural 

Roads Authority; Kenya National Highways 

Authority, Kenya Urban Roads Authority, 

Kenya Airports Authority, NEMA and Kenya 

Power among others; and various non-

governmental stakeholders and Private 

investors.   

 

 

 

 

c) Strategic and integrated  

The plan preparation entailed participatory 

identification of development pillars upon 

which challenges and potentials were 

identified and strategic interventions 

adopted. The development pillars were 

drawn from various thematic areas and 

integrated to respond to the development 

vision of the County.   

d) Evidence-based  

The process relied on verifiable data, 

information, and knowledge gathered from 

experts in various disciplines, making 

observations, photography, ground-truthing, 

benchmarking, and scenario building.  

 

2.5.2. The process of preparing the 

Spatial Plan 

The process of preparing the County Spatial 

Plan adopted the following steps; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart 1: The process of preparing the plan 

Situational Analysis  

Plan proposals  
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COUNTY LAND COVER   
3.1 Land Cover 
The County landmass is covered by cropland, 

including land under annual and perennial 

crops; Rangelands, made up of grasslands 

and shrublands; forested areas, woodlands, 

riverine vegetation, wetlands, built-up areas 

and water bodies. The land cover is 

represented by the map below Table 3-1 and 

Map 3-1. 

3.1.1 Crop Land 

Cropland forms about 8.92 percent of the 

total land cover. The crop cover comprises 

both seasonal and perennial crops. The 

seasonal vegetation, which includes cassava, 

maise, cowpeas, green grams, millet, 

sorghum, sugarcane, and rice, form part of 

the cropland seasonally. Therefore, the crop 

cover pattern may change once the crops are 

harvested. The perennial crops forming part 

of the land cover include cashew nuts, 

pawpaws, coconuts, bixa, and cotton. jack 

fruit, oranges, mangoes, tamarind, 

pineapples, and bananas.  

3.1.2 Shrublands and Grasslands 

(Rangeland) 

This land cover pattern is more visible on the 

leeward side of the Shimba Hills within the 

Nyika Plateau. The area exhibits hot and dry 

climatic conditions. The major land-use 

activities are livestock keeping and ranching. 

Rangelands form about 82.18 percent of the 

total land cover of the County. 

3.1.3 Conservation Land 

Land considered as conservation land within 

the County includes the tree-covered areas, 

aquatic vegetation/flooded areas, and open 

water, which covers about 8.53 percent of 

the County's land.  

3.1.4 Built-Up Land 

The built-up area accounts for about 0.2 %. 

Built-up areas are evident in the urban areas 

within the County.  

 

Table 3: A summary of the County Land Cover 

 

 

 

 

Land Cover Area Sq km Percent (%) 

Tree cover areas 688.92 8.33 

Shrubs cover areas 3569.04 43.16 

Grassland 3226.99 39.02 

Cropland 738.00 8.92 

Aquatic 
vegetation/ 
Flooded areas  

6.25 0.08 

Sparse vegetation 5.17 0.06 

Bare areas 8.97 0.11 

Built-up areas 16.77 0.20 

Open Water 10.09 0.12 

 Total 8270.20 100.00 
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Map 3: County Land Cover 
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Map 4: Kwale County Base Map 
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PHYSIOGRAPHY AND 

LANDFORMS  
4.1 Topography and Relief 
Kwale County comprises four major topographical 

zones: the coastal plain, foot plateau, coastal 

uplands, and Nyika plateau.   

a. The Coastal Plain is approximately 30m above 

sea level 30m and extends to 10 km inland, 

with the Mombasa-Lunga Lunga Road running 

almost along the centre of the plain. The coral 

reef runs almost parallel to the 250km 

coastline, 300m to 1000m away from the 

shoreline. 

b. The Foot Plateau, which rises behind the 

Coastal Plain, lies between 60m and 

135mamsl. At the base of the Foot Plateau are 

Jurassic Rocks which are exposed in the 

northern part of the County. On the eastern 

edge of the plateau, there is a long ridge of 

sandhills composed of magarini sands. 

c. The Coastal Uplands (commonly known as 

the Shimba Hills), which rise steeply from the 

foot plateau, lies at an altitude of 150m to 

462m and are composed of many sandstone 

hills that include the Shimba Hills (420m), 

Tsimba (350m), Mrima (323m) and Dzombo 

(462m). Apart from a few summits, the 

Uplands are more or less flat-topped.  

d. The Nyika Plateau (also known as the 

hinterland) extends from the western edge 

of the Coastal Uplands as the terrain drops 

steeply to a plateau, which rises gradually 

from about 180m. It is a semi-arid area 

characterised by a basement rocks system 

except for occasional patches of reddish 

sand soils and occupies over half of the 

County.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 1: Cross-section of the topographical zones in Kwale 
County 

The CountyȭÓ altitude ranges from zero (0) meters 

sea level to 420m within the Shimba Hills and 842m 

on Kilibasi Hill bordering Taita/Taveta County, as 

shown in Map 4. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Source:  Kwale District & Mombasa Mainland South Regional 
Physical Development Plan 2004ɀ2034 
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Map 5:  Digital Elevation 
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4.2 Hydrology  

4.2.1 Drainage  

The County is well-drained through seven (7) permanent rivers and various seasonal rivers and 

tributaries.  The principal drainage pattern assumes the regional dip; East to South-East direction 

as indicated in Table 4 and map 6. 

Table 4: Rivers in Kwale County 

Source: First Kwale County Integrated Development Plan CIDP 2013-2017 

 

 

 

River  Source  Areas traversed  Endpoint  

Marere  Marere Spring  
Shimba rain forest  

Shimba Hills 
National Park  

The Indian Ocean at Bombo Creek 

Mkurumudzi  Shimba Hills  
 

Shimba Hills 
Msambweni  

The Indian Ocean at Gazi Msambweni 

Umba  Usambara Mountains  Lunga-lunga ɀ
Vanga  

The Indian Ocean at Vanga 

Pemba  Marere Spring Kinango area Kinango-Tsunza  The Indian Ocean at Bombo Creek 

Ramisi  Chenze Ranges Mwereni ɀ
Shimoni  

The Indian Ocean at Bod/Shimoni 

Mwache South Samburu South Samburu The Indian Ocean at Mazeras 

Mwachema Majimboni~Msulwa Majimboni-
Gombato-Diani  

The Indian Ocean at Diani 
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Map 6: Kwale Drainage Pattern 
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Map 7: Underground Water Potential 
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4.3 Climate 
The climate of Kwale County is categorised into 

three major climatic zones. These zones include; 

warm and humid, cool and wet and hot and dry. 

The warm and humid climate is experienced along 

the coastal strip. It extends inwards in areas such 

as Msambweni, Tiwi, Waa, Diani, Vanga, Shimoni 

and Matuga due to South-West Monsoon and 

North-Easterly winds, which bring changes to the 

rainfall and temperatures. Temperatures along 

these coastal areas range between 260C and 300C. 

Humidity within this zone is approximately 95% 

annually.  

The cool and wet climate is mostly experienced 

within the coastal highlands in Kwale Town, 

Shimba Hills, Dzombo and Mrima due to canopy 

trees' elevation and vegetation cover. Humidity 

within these areas is also low. 

The hot and dry climate is experienced mainly in 

the ASAL areas of Kinango and parts of Lunga-

Lunga Sub-counties. Temperatures within these 

hinterland areas are higher than the coastal zone, 

ranging from about 300C to 400C, and humidity is 

approximately 60% annually. 

The average temperature in the County is 

approximately 220C.  The climatic conditions are as 

depicted on map 8. 

4.4 Rainfall 
Annual average rainfall ranges from 500mm in the 

rangelands of the Nyika Plateau to 1200mm in the 

high rainfall areas of the Coastal Strip. Shimba Hills 

and Dzombo receive the most rainfall, about 

5000mm per annum. 

Kwale County is marked by a bi-modal rainfall 

pattern. The long rains are experienced from mid-

March to May with a monthly average of between 

75mm-240mm, as indicated in Map 9. The short 

rains occur from October to December with a 

monthly average of between 75mm-100mm, as 

shown in Map 10. The mean annual rainfall is 1100 

mm, with the long rains accounting for 

approximately 847 mm (77%), while the short rains 

provide only 253 mm (23%). January and February 

are the driest months, with less than 50 mm 

averages. Even though the CountyȭÓ ÒÁÉÎÆÁÌÌ ÉÓ 

bimodal, this pattern has changed due to climatic 

change over recent years.  

4.5 Winds 
Two prevailing wind directions influence the 

climate of Kwale County. The Southwest Monsoon 

winds blow inland from October to March. The 

North-Easterlies blow towards the sea from April 

to September. Short rains are usually from October 

to December when the monsoon winds blow 

inland. Long rains are from March to May and are 

influenced by Monsoons blowing towards the sea. 
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Map 8: Kwale Climatic Condition 
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Map 9: Kwale Long Rains Variability 
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Map 10: Kwale Short Rains Variability 

 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































